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Remarks 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-8 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 6-8 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the disclosed invention fails to 
disclose that the method is being executable by a processor or computer therefore it is 
inoperative. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 
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Claims 1-3, 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Barry et al. (US publication 20040205659). 

Regarding Claim 1, Barry discloses a system for posting records ire customs, the 
system comprising a plurality of client computers, an enterprise server, a database and 
a customs server, wherein: 

the client computers provide interfaces for users to maintain information 
on an enterprise, contracts, materials and customs (See paragraphs 
0004, 0033, 0036, 0037, 0038); 

the enterprise server receives and handles input information, generates 
records for posting in customs, and transmits the records to the customs 
server (See paragraphs 0043-48, 0052-64 and figs), the enterprise 
server comprising: 

o an information maintaining module for adding, modifying, inquiring and 
deleting the information (update) on the enterprise, contracts, materials 
(See paragraph 0004) and 

o a records posting module for generating records for posting in customs 
according to the information on the enterprise, contracts and materials, 
for transmitting the records to the customs server, and for storing the 
records in a database (See paragraphs 0033-0043); and 

o a customs data synchronizing module for synchronizing customs 
information stored in the database based on the content of feedback 
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from the customs server, and for updating corresponding records 
accordingly (See paragraphs 0002-0007, 0035, 0040, 0047, 0050); 
o the database stores configured information on the enterprise, 
contracts, materials and customs, generated records, and customs 
feedback (See paragraphs 0033-0043); and 
o the customs server receives the records transmitted by the enterprise 
server, and transmits the feedback on the records to the enterprise 
server (See paragraphs 0005-0012, 0040, 0044). 
Regarding Claim 2, Barry discloses that the enterprise server further comprises a 
system configuring module for initializing the system (by administrator 38). 

Regarding Claim 3, Barry discloses that the enterprise server further comprises 
an information enquiring module for enquiring of statuses of the records (through input 
device or interface) (paragraphs 0033, 0049). 

Regarding Claim 5, Barry discloses that the statuses of the records comprise 
unrecorded records, recorded records, and the records which have been fed back by 
the customs server (See paragraphs 0035, 0040). 

Regarding Claim 6, Barry discloses a method for posting records in customs, the 
method comprising the following steps: 

- providing a system for monitoring and maintaining information on an 
enterprise, contracts, materials and customs (See paragraphs 0004, 0033, 
0036, 0037, 0038 and figs); 
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- enquiring of a status of information on the enterprise, contracts and materials, 
and determining whether corresponding records for posting in customs have 
been generated (See paragraphs 0002-0007, 0035, 0040, 0047, 0050); 

- generating any corresponding records that have not been generated (update 
records) (See paragraphs 0035, 0040); 

- transmitting the records to the customs server, and storing the records in the 
database (See paragraphs 0033-0043); and 

- receiving and storing feedback on the records from the customs server, 
determining whether the records needs to be modified as a result of the 
feedback, and synchronizing customs information and modifying the records 
accordingly if modification is needed. (See paragraphs 0005-0012, 0033- 
0044); 

Regarding Claim 7, Barry discloses the method further comprising the step of 
updating the statuses of the records (update records) (See paragraphs 0035, 0040). 

Regarding Claim 8, Barry discloses that the feedback on the records from the 
customs server (updated record) comprises one or more notices of error in the content 
and/or format of a record, and/or one or more notice of acceptance of a record (See 
paragraphs 0035, 0040). 

Allowable subject matter 

Claim 4 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 

be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 

« 

claim and any intervening claims. 
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Correspondence 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Wilson Lee whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1824. 

Papers related to the application may be submitted by facsimile transmission. 
Any transmission not to be considered an official response must be clearly marked 
"DRAFT". The official fax number is (571 ) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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